
Counci lmember Edwards increased funding for  t rees ,
streets ,  and s idewalks th is  year ,  inc lud ing the completed

Magnol ia  Repaving Pro ject ,  the Pa lm Avenue Sewer
Pro ject  in  the Wood Streets ,  and the Sa lmon R iver
Repaving Pro ject  in  the Norths ide .  Counci lmember

Edwards beaut i f ied the Norths ide wi th v ibrant  banners
and a webs i te  promot ing the Norths ide Spec i f ic  P lan .  She

was a champion for  the Norths ide Agr icu l tura l  and
Innovat ion Center ,  which rece ived $1  mi l l ion in  Federa l

funding .  A lso th is  year ,  Spanish Town Her i tage
Foundat ion secured $10 .4 mi l l ion in  State funding towards

the preservat ion of  the Tru j i l lo  Adobe .

N E I G H B O R H O O D S

Accomplishments from Councilmember Edwards' third year in office

Counci lmember Edwards advocated for  $5 .8 mi l l ion for
a Wi ld lands Publ ic  Safety and Engagement Team to
address the humani tar ian cr is is  in  the r iver  bottom.  To
reduce f i re  r isk ,  Counci lmember Edwards supported a
strengthened ant i -camping ord inance in  wi ld land areas .
She co-cha ired the Mayor ’s  Santa Ana R iver  V is ion ing
Taskforce and met wi th ne ighbors to  d iscuss the
Rivers ide Gateway Pro ject .  In  September ,  R ivers ide
ce lebrated Wor ld R ivers Day in  Martha McLean Anza
Narrows Park .  Two hundred ne ighbors jo ined the 26th
Annual  R iver  C lean Up,  and the Parks Department
removed 30 invas ive pa lm trees a long the r iver  t ra i l .   

P A R K S  &  T H E  R I V E R  



Homelessness decreased by 8% in  R ivers ide th is  year .*
In  her  th i rd year  as Chair  of  the Hous ing &
Homelessness Committee ,  Counci lmember Edwards
spearheaded R ivers ide 's  Homelessness Act ion P lan ,
which passed in  Fa l l  2022.  In  October ,  Miss ion Her i tage
Plaza and the C iv i l  R ights  Inst i tute opened,  br ing ing 72
more un i ts  of  af fordable hous ing to  Downtown.  Ward 1
welcomed Backporch Homes to Hunter  Park .
Counci lmember Edwards championed funding to  expand
the Off ice of  Homeless So lut ions and the Urban Publ ic
Safety & Engagement Teams,  a l lowing the C i ty  to  h i re  14
addi t iona l  homeless outreach workers .  

H O U S I N G  &  H O M E L E S S N E S S

Counci lmember Edwards ce lebrated The Cheech 's
grand opening in  June 2022.  From the Counci l  da is ,

she approved the arch i tects  for  the Museum of
R ivers ide 's  renovat ion and expans ion .  PRIDE Fest  made

a comeback,  and the 30th Annual  Fest iva l  of  L ights  l i t
up the C i ty .  Counci lmember Edwards advocated for

non-prof i t  and bus iness secur i ty  grants  wi th Amer ican
Rescue P lan Act  funding .  New bus inesses such as

Things They Love,  Roots ,  Mi  Cu l tura ,  EveryTable ,  and
The Be ignet  Spot  jo ined our  Downtown.

Counci lmember Edwards keeps bus inesses informed
through her  month ly  co lumn in  the Downtown

Partnersh ip ’s  Bus iness Improvement D istr ic t  Bu l le t in .

D O W N T O W N

Counci lmember Edwards hosted month ly  of f ice hours
and bus iness of f ice hours .  She advocated for  robust

community  input  in  conversat ions about
Redistr ic t ing ,  Downtown Park ing ,  and the 2022/2024

Ci ty  Budget .  To br ing awareness to  Downtown
hous ing developments ,  Counci lmember Edwards

hosted a meet ing wi th more than 60 ne ighbors in
Her i tage Square .  She regular ly  at tended

neighborhood and stakeholder  meet ings ,  cont inues to
serve as the Counci l ' s  l ia ison to  the R ivers ide

Neighborhood Partnersh ip ,  and sends month ly
e-newslet ters  spot l ight ing po l ic ies  and events .

C O M M U N I T Y  E N G A G E M E N T



Thank you for a productive third year.
Follow us for more updates:

@cmerinedwards @CMErinEdwards 

*Per the 2022 Homeless Point In Time Count. Find the report and infographic here: https://rivcopitc2022-countyofriverside.hub.arcgis.com/
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